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Infor-aation Division luunitions uuildin;s 
Air Corps Auzust 23, 192 Washinston, D. C. 





The chief purpose of this ,;ublication is to distribute inforsation on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Remular Army, Reserve Corps, lational 
Guard and others connected with aviation. 
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RADIO CHAWPIONS 


In the way lst issue of the U.S, RECRUITING NEWS, and also in a recent issv 
of the ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL it was sot forth that Private, lst Class, Floyd W. 
Rowe, Headquerters Company, 28th Infantry, Fort Niacara, l.Y., who recently era 
uated from the radio operators’ course at the Sicnal School at Fort Monmouth, .. 
is claimed by his organization to be the "Radio Champion of the Aruy". It ap- 
pears that Private Rowe completed the course wit!. the unusual. general average oi 
96.23. His speed test showed hin to be qualified to receive 22 words per minut: 
which is seven more than the service roquirements for an operator in the field. 

Now comes Lieut. Perry Wainer, Air Corps, Director of Comnications of tic 
Air Corps Technical School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1l., who takes vigorous 
exception to the claims made in behalf of Frivate Rowe and furnishes anple evi- 
dence to support his stand in the matter. According to this ovidence it appears 
that any aspirations the Headquarters Company, 2th Infantry, may have in number 
ing an Aray Radio Champion in their iwidst, insofar as his speed in sending and 
receiving sessages is concerned, are knocked into a cocked hat, 

Licut., Wainer coos on to say: 

"With all due respect to Private Rowe, the .ere fact that he graduated as 
qualified to receive twenty-two words per winute brings up the point that the 
chauipionship claimed for him in the army is questionable, as there are many re- 
cent sraduates of the Coiumunications Departient, Air Corps Technical School, who 
have passed final exaninations at Chanute Field that demonstrated their ability 
to transiait and receive messages, in official form, at a speed considerably in 
excess of twenty-two words a minute, Within the last three months the followin , 
enlisted men have graduated as qualified to receive the number of words per fiin- 
ute indicated opposite their names, all of whom exceeded twenty-two words per 
minute in their final test. 


Class #12 craduated Avril 30, 1926 . Class #13 graduated May 30, 1926 








Corporal Johnson 35 words Private Hainer 25 words 

3 Pyle 6 68 a vohnson a. . * 
Private Sherman as ; ®4 organ . 

" Seay oo: * ” _ Waters 35 : 

= Rhodes 27 * ° Dean . 2 ° 

? Hansen =m * . Conaway ee 

” Hibbard 24 " Swaringen 25 ” 

‘ Gothan a * 

" Dodd ies 

. Douglas 2a C«* 


Class #14 graduated June 30, 1926 
Sergeant Pennaslico 38 words 





Private Ko 2bverup = 
_ Klinovich 25 ™ 
. Spence as 
. Propercy aU 
¥ illey ~~ * 


Private Herbert Sherman, 95th Aero Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich., fracu: 
ated on April 30, 1926, with a general average of 91.15 which to date is the 
highest general averaze attained by an enlisted graduate of the Cormusunications 
Department, Air Corps Technical School. While this average does not approach 
the general average of Pvt. Rowe by a very narrow margin, this may be due to a 
different standard of grading, Pvt. Sherman, at the time of graduation, was ¢ 
pable of receiving 33 words a minute. The general average of 91.15 made by Pv% 
H. Sherman was accomplished while pursuing the course outlined below: 
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| Hours Grace Rel. Weizht 
Buzzer = Typewriting - Radio Procedure - 
ie i i i i ee ae ee ew | ON 93 25%, 
Direct Current - Alternating Current - ------ 120 94 107; 
ah ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 30 6&9 2% 
Wiotors and Generators -------+-+-++-++-+-+ 90 95 117. 
FOGG TUGGG Ww We ie oe SK ree was § 6H 96 6% 
Wiscellansous Sets = Test and Repair -- - ---- 100 92 yA 
Sets, 130 Series - -----+-+-+--+-+-+-++2+--+-+-s, 100 ol 1e/o 
Installation, airplane - -------+--+--+---- 60 60 13), 
Post station equipment - ------+-+--+---- 100 91 13), 
9€0 1007, 


Final average 91.15% 

The Signal School, Fort wiomaouth, Wew Jerscy, trains Radio Operators for 
practically all branches of the Service with the excertion of the Air Corps, duc 
to the special requirements for radio- personnel (both wiechanics and Operators) 
from an acronautical standpoint. 

The United States Army Recruiting ilews is supposed to be an aid to recruit- 
ing for all branches of the Army, and for a zraduste of a Signal School, Fort 
vionmouth, to be proclaimed champion of the Army when the Signal School does not 
train Air Corps ralio personnel it seems that the championship is not only ques- 
tionabdle but little or no cognizance is made of the Air Corps Technical School 
where all training is coacentrated for the Air Corys. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully suggested thet steps be taken to 
include graduates of the Communications Departent, Air Corps Technical School, 
in the selection of a so called radio chanpicn. This could be done by conductin 
a standard test at each of the schcols concerned ard thereafter when the record 
was bettered, a new chetpien covld be announced tesetker with the length of tine, 
etc., that the various iadividuais held the record. Such a system would be in 
accordance with the methods now employed. for the keeping of National and inter- 
colleziate athletic accom:lichments which would stimlate competition, and also 
possess a value from a recruiting standpoint to include all branches of the 
Service on items of interest pertaining to Army radio activities." 

Competition is the life of trade as well as all cther pursuits, There is n. 
doubt that the adoption of a steniard test to determine the radio champion of th; 
Army would arouse considerable irterest, particularly in radio circles. Lesides 
the radio schools at Fort Mormouth and Chanute Field, there are schools conducte. 
by the Field Artillery at Foit Sill, by the Coast Artillery at Fort wMonrse, Va., 
and by the Infantry at Fort Lenninz, Ga. It is believed that various other rach: 
schools are coniucted at military posts and stations throughout the country. Ii 
appears that there are enough Army radio schools to lake the coupetition for the 
title of Radio Champion of the Army a lively one. 

The NEWS LETTER would welcome coiazents and suggestions concerning the above 
subject. There is no reason why the sugzestion of Lieut. Wainer cannot be acted 
upon and the title "Radio Champion of the Army" made a dona fide one. 

---000-—<= 


AIR CORPS SONG PROPOSED IN CONNECTION WITH AVIATION wOVIE 


The NEWS LETTER Correspondent from Kelly Field has hopes that an official 
Air Corps song will be forthcoming in the very near future. He states that ur. 
Welliian, forserly of the Lafayette Escadrilie and now director of the big 
Paramount picture "Wings", to be taken at Kelly Ficld shortly, has promised that 
he will secure through Mr. Lasky a rally song for the Air Corps which will be 
submitted for approval as the Air Corps official song. He then goes on to say: 
"It is understood here that so far the Air Corps has no sony such as have the 
Infantry, the Artillery and other branches of the service and in the past we ha) 
been unable to secure such a song, largely through the lack of sufficient funds 
to. pay for the services of a nationally known composer. For the picture "Win7s" 
Mr. Lasky is havins written a special musical program and has employed for this 
purvose the best musical talent available. ‘ 

First Lieut. Walter T. Meyer, A.C., Kelly Field Parachute Officer, suscest> 
that this musical program would provide an excellent opportunity for the Air 
Corps to get its song, since such an assignment for the composer would be of jus 
as great a benefit to Mr. Lasky's picture as any other music." 

: -2- | V-5592, A.C. 
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SOWIiG TREE SBEDS “Y AIRPLANE IN HaWalII 
By The News Letter Correspondent 


The Arny Air Corps in Hawaii in cooperation with the Hawaiian Territorial 
board of Acriculture and Forestry recently performed an interesting experiment 
in sowin: tree seeds on forest reserve lands which had been devastated by fire. 
Several months azo a forest fire in the Pana aewa forest reserve area near Hilo, 
Hawaii, laid waste to an area of about four square miles. Due. to the rough 
cha. racter of the terrain, seedin= by hand was found to be impracticable. The 
airplane seeding experiment was then thouzht of and in April, planes were re- 
quested “y Acting Governor Raymond C. srowm. At that time no planes were avail- 
able for the mission and siren approved by the Department Camander it was 
delayed until such time as planes were available. The service test on the 
Loening Amphibian Pci assizned to the Depenkniens being coupleted in late June 
these planes were desigaated to be usei to perform the mission and were schedul - 
ed to leave luke Fieid on July 2nd. The flight, consisting of Lieut. R.5S. 
Worthinzton, fiicht Comaender, and Staff Sct. Otto Ambruster, mechanic, in the 
luke Field Amphibian, and Lieut. J.D. Givens, pidot, and Staff Sgt. J.R. lMionros, 
radio operater, in the Wheeler Field Amphibian, left Luke Field at 10:40 a.n, 
July 2nd and arrived at Hilo at 1:20 p.m. 

Radio comuunication between the radio plane and the Luke Field radio statio 
was maintained at all times. An SCR 134 radio set was used in the Amphibian 
plane, The planes landed in Hilo Harbor and taxied to the shelter of one of the 
large warehouses and anchorei. On coingz ashore the pilots were met by ult. Lai. 
Bryan, of the sovernnent nursery, who was in charge of the experinent. 

Lieut. Worthinzton in the Luke Field pizne wade three trips over the burned 
area With wir, Uryan as passenger, a total cf 24 bazs of seeds being carried. The 
seeds were very licht, so the only limit to the axount carried was the space 
available in the rear eeockpit. A rain preceding and accompanying the distribu- 


_tion of the seeds and a lisht crowth of grass in the burned area wade conditions 


exceptionally favora>le far their crowth. Lieut. Worthin:ton estinated that in 
about an hour and a half flying time over the burned area the two wen in the 
plane accomplished as mich as two men working on the zround would have done in 
ten years. His cstiuate was based on the one acre seeded by hand, this acre re- 
quiring thirty-four man hours befere the work was coupleted. 

The experiuent was marred by. the burnings of the Wheeler Field plané on Ju} 
Sth. oth rlanes hat participated in the Fourth of July celebration in the “ae 
ing, and Lieut. Givens had been forced dowm with a broken oil tank. The tank wr-< 
removed and while the ship was being cleaned a fire from an unknown source broke 
out and the ship was destroyed. Lieut. Givens and Sgt. Monroe returned to Pear] 
Harbor on the submarine tender "Seazguli", while Licut. Werthington returned to 
Luke Field via Upolu Point. He was met there by a flicht of two N5S-1"s, pilote’ 
by Liecuts. Ferguson and Langmead, All pilots are enthused over the Upolu’ Point 
field and were delighted with the reception tendered ther by the people of the 
Hawi Plantation. Mr. J.H. Hind, the manager of the Hawi Mii] and Plantation 
Company, is an aviation enthusiast who believes in the future of aerial trans- 
portation, The Upolu Point Field has been set aside and developed by hir. Hind in 
keeping with his helief. At present with the normal trade wind the field is 
large enough for all types of airplanes. 

---000-=- - 


ROUND TRIP. OF 1500 MILES IN ONE DAY 


A round trip from Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., to Chanute Field, Rantoul, 
Ill., in one day, was recently made by Captain R.H. Ballard, Air Corps. Leavi:: 
Post Field at about 5:00 a.m. to ferry Private Gragory to the Airplane Mechanics 
School at Chanute, Capt. Ballard greatly surprised the inhabitants of the post °, 
returninz at about 7:00 p.m. He utilized one of the new Douglas 0-2 airplanes 
and made the outbound trip to Chanute Field, a distance of 700 miles, without 
stop, in 6 hours and 20 minutes, Returning, he stopped for gas at Kansas City, 
and required a toval of 1 nours to reach the home airdrome, a distance of 800 
miles, 

Last year the same trip was attempted by Captain Ballard in a DH, but aft: 
14 hours of flying darkness forced a halt at Muskogee, Okla., on the return tf. 


The distance is about 1500 miles. 
ate V-5592, A.C. 











L IEUT, FEY LEADS Il! FLYING TIMS 


Lieut. Howard wl. Fey, Air Corps, stationed at brooks Field, San Antonio, 
Texas, led all other Air Corns pilots in flying time accurmlated during the fis- 
cal year ending June 30, 1926, his total veing 709 hours and 10 minutes, Alto- 
gether 25 Air Corps pilots accuxulatei 400 hours or over during the last fisca) 
year. Captain Burdette S, Wright, of Kelly Field, has the distinction of flying 
the highest number of hours in one month, his total for September, 1925, beinz 
111 hours and 58 minutes. 

‘Air Corps pilots credited with over 400 hours of flying ere given below, 
.as: follows: 


Hrs. Min, ne a 
2nd Lt. Howard M, Fey 7. 20 lst Lt, A.B. Ballard 458 10 
énd Lt. H. K. Baisley 668 22 2nd Lt. S.W. Towle, Jre 455 30 
end, Lt. J. M. Weikert 953. 13 Captain Burdette S, Wright 450 lb 
2nd Lt. Chas G. Pearcy $32 25 lst Lt. H.T. wcCormick 448 25 
lst Lt. John D, Corkille 504 i5 2nd Lt. W. D. Old 436 if 
end Lt. C. S. Thorpe 500 8620 Captain R.Y. vallard 435 55 
2nd Lt. W. E. Whitson 497. 40 and Lt. J.wi. Fitzmaurice 432 52 
.lst Lt. John I, sioore 496 40 lst Lt. H.v. Chandler 427 = 25 
end Lt. Lloyd E, Huntins 488 53 lst Lt. Kenneth Garrett 416 25 
end Lt. Ray H. Clark 487 32 2nd Lt. Joseph H. Hicks 413 50 
lst Lt. Jack C. Hodgson 477. 50 lst Lt. John W. Lenton 411 28 
lst Lt. N. Fe Twining 468 40 end Lt. L.C. Ellicott 408 23 
end Lt. Paul W. Wolf 465. 45 ... 


It is proper to state that the flying time given above, while correct inso- 
far as reports received in the Office of the Chief of Air Corps are concerned, 
cannot be considered a»solutely accurate in view of the fact that a number of the 
pilots listed above failed to include in their personal reports their flying tine 
for one or more months, fFor-instance, there is no record of Lieut. Fey's flyinz 
time for last Cetcber or Lieut. Hunt ing's time for February. Other pilots who 
failed to send in reports for one or more months are as follows: Lieuts. Pearcy, 
Hicks and Welf for March, 1926; Lieuts, Moore and Old for December; Lieut. Towle 
for November; Licut, Thorpe for-December and June; Lieut, Hodgson for March, 
April and June; Lieut. A.J. Ballard for June; Lieut. McCormick for May and June, 
and Lieut. Chandler for Aucust. 

It is possible, of course, that these pilots may have been away from their 
stations during the months in question on leave or on detached service, but if 
not and their failure to send in their reports of flying time was simply an act 
of omission, it will be appreciated if they will send in their flying time for 
the missing months, in order that proper correction may be made in a future is- 
sue of the NEWS LETTER, 

---000--= 


RAIN MAKING EXPERIMENTS IN HAWAII 


The Signal Corps and the Chemical Warfare Service, in cooperation with the 
Air Corps, conducted experiments in rain waking during the early part of June. 
Due to the prolonged dry season, water in the two surface water reservoirs at 
Schofield barracks was very low. The artesian basin under Schofield barracks 
had not been tapped by wells and the water situation was very acute. Troops at 
Schofield were moved into rest camps around the Island of Oahu where artesian 
water was available and those remaininzs at Schofield were put on a water ration. 
In an endeavor to overcome this situation, the Department Commander ordered that 
a chemical smoke screen apparatus be placed on a Martin Lomber and the ship 
placed at the disposal of the Chemical Warfare and Signal Corps officers in 
charge of the experiments, Several flights were made in and above the clouds 
over the Koolau Range in the vicinity of the Schofield Reservoirs and about 2300 
pounds of tetaniun tetrichloride were used in an attempt to produce rain. Two 
of the tests were witnessed by pilots in PW planes who stayed near the projecte: 
smoke screen, It was learned that the tetanium tetrichloride instead of making 
a screen in the clouds would itself form bluffy clouds which in a short tiue 
would be assimilated by the surrounding clouds. No rain couJd be seen ac u dire 
result of the tests, and as the supply of tetanium tetrichleride was de)l sted 
further missions were called off. Recent rains have furnished a plentiful suppli 


of weter, 
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MEDICINE BY AIRPLANE SAVES BOY 


Under the heading "How our Army keeps fit for defense", the San Antonio 
LIGHT relates the following story of how the prompt dispatch of anti-toxin via 
airplans was instrv ental in saving a doy's life: 

"Aout 240 miles west of San Antonio, the other dey, a l2-year-old boy, 
struck by a rattlesnake, lay in the shadow of deeth. In San Antonio was a vial 
of anti-crotaius serum, whicn if obtained would give the boy a fighting chance 
for life with the edds in his favor. 

Word was flashed to San Antonio. Three hours later an airplane from Kelly 
Field had Janded at Sanderson with the serun, 

That was not the first time the Arny Air Service had responded to a sinil:: 
ewergency. This year, on five occasions before, anxious watchers in renote vil- 
lages and towns had scanned the skies in the direction of Alamo City and had 
been rewarded ty the sight of Kelly Field planes speedins toward then like the 
wind bearing the precious vials of anti-crotalus serun, 

Only the uninformed believe the Army to be a useless burden carried in tive 
of peace fur the purpose of protection in time of war. Hendicapped as it is by 
the lack of Cungressionel support, the Army has accomplished much in combating 
the peace-time enemies uf man, It has accomplished more than any other agency 
in premoting aviation. 

The Amuy keeps fit for national defense by making itself useful in peace. 

Our Army, in ali its branches, is entitled to more recognition for its ser-~ 
vices in research and pioneering work of indispensable value to civilian life 
than is accorded it. Most of this work is less spectacular than that which is 
performe? in cases of eerzency, That is the reason the Army does not receive 
full credit for its contribution to progress." 

The NaWS LETTER Correspondent from Kelly Field gives the following account 
of the above incident: 

"A race with deetn, with the life of l2-year old Gilbert Troy Loudens of 
Sanderson, Texas, in the balance, was won by iwajor Kaywond E. Scott, Base Hos- 
pital physician, and Fi:st Lieut. Y.A. Pitts, Air Corps, Assistant Operations 
Officer, Kelly Field, late Saturday, July 17th. Word that the youth had been 
bitten by a rattlesnake et his home, approximately 240 miles west of San 
Antonio, was received bv Colonel Martin L. Crimmains, U.S.A., Retired, Saturday 
noon. Exactly three hours loter liajor Scott and Licut, Pitts had flow to the 
boy's bedside with a viel of the snake serum remedy imported to the United 
States fiom Brazil by Coloncl Crimmins. Upon his retyrn to San Antonio at 7:00 
pem., Major Scott reported that the youth probably wili. recover, although he is 
in a sericus condition. The flight was made in o Douglas O-2 airplane in ap- 
proximately two hours. Another Paul Revere - Lieut. Pitts." 
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"TWISTER" TWIRLS ATRPLAUL 


Lieut, C.C. Nutt, in flying back from Washington to the Fairfield Air In- 
termediate Depot, Fairfieli, Ohio, encountered a severe storm near Connelsvilis, 
Ohio, on the afternoon of July 13th. He was piloting a Douglas Transport, 
carrying as passenrers six enlisted men and one reserve officer. A safe landin= 
was made in a field, but a few moments later, a twister lifted the plane, in 
spite of the efforts of Lievt. Nutt and his seven passengers who were endeavor~ 
ing to hold it on the ground. The vlane wes carried about 75 feet across a 
road and drovped in a corn field, the rear part of the fuselage being wrecked. 

--=000--— 


FLIGHT TO INVESTIGATE RELIABILITY OF TRANSPORT 


Licut., Winfieli S. Hamlin, Air Corps, stationed at Fairfield, recently co.- 
pleted a notable airwsys trip, with ir. Walter Snypp, formerly Sec. of the Dayt. 
Chauber of Commerce, as passenger. Lt. Haalin and wr, Snypp visited the Chaue 
bers of Commerce xt 211 cities en route, and also called at the Washington heai- 
quarters of the Chamber of Commerce of the U.S. They met with an enthusiastic 
reception everywhere. Every stage of the trip was completed on schedule tie, 
itr. Snypp made the journey for the purpose of obtaining first hand information 
recarding the reliability of air transport and its suitability for comercial 
Purposes, He is writing a detailed story of the flight, which will be publish.» 
“ "The Nation's Jusiness", Mr. Snypp being an editorial writer on the staff of 
that wagazine, -5- V=5592, AC 
























Station 


Biggs Field, El Paso, Texas 
Bolling Field, D.C. - - « - 
Boston Airport 
Bowman Field, Ky, - - - - - 
Brooks Field, Texas = - - - 
Chanute Field, Ill, - -- - 
Clark Field, P,I, ----- 
Clover Field, Calif.- - - - 
Crissy Fieli, Calif... - 
France Field, Panama C,Z, - 
Fort Crockett, Texas - ~~ = 
Fert Sam Heuston, Texas - - 
Kelly Field, Texas ---- 
Kindley Field, P.I, ---- 
Langin Field, West Va, = = 
Langley Field, Va,- - - = « 
Leavenworth, Ft., Kansas - 
Logan Field, Dundalk, Md. - 
Luke Field, Hawaii- - - = - 
Lunken Airport, Ohio - = - 
McCook Field, Ohio 
Marshall Field, Kansas - ~ 
Maxwell Field, Ala, - = = - 
Miiddletown A.I.D., Penna. 
iditchel Field, N.Y, - -- ~ 
Nichols, Caup, P.I. - - = = 
Norton Field, Columbus, 0.- 
Offutt Field, Ft. Cro:ik,Neb 
Pearson Field, Wach.- - = = 
Phillips’ Field, i. 
Rittsburch Airncrt, Pa, - = 
Pope Field, N.0. -=+--< = 
Post Field, Ft. Siil, Okla. 
Richards Field, Mo. 
Rockwell A,I.D., Calif. - = 
San Antonio A,I.D., Texas - 
Sand Pyint, Seattle, Wash.- 
Schoen Field, Indianapolis- 
Scutt Fie]d, Ill. ----- 
Selfridge Field, Mich.- 
Wheeler Field, Hawaii - - <« 
Woodward Field, Utah - - - 
Wright Field, Ohio - - - - 
Instr, Ala, National Guard 

“ Calif > i " 

" Colorade " " 

" Conn . " it 

"Indiana “ ° 

"Mass, 4 

“Minn, . " 
Missouri " 

“New York " . 

"Tennessee" 7 

"ty, Texas u " 

"  Washinzt on ‘a 
35th Division ------- 
3rd Corps Area 
6th Corps Area 
Grissard Field, Ohio - = - 


--_—_— = « 


Total 


AIRCRAFT FLYING HOURS, ARMY AIR CORPS 
Compiled from records ofField Service Section, Fairfield, Ohio. 








Discontinued 





May 1926 June 1926 
248:15 Abandoned 
428:00 459:30 
247355 240:35 
230:30 185:10 

2,659:25 2,434:10 
427335 420:29 
129:50 Not reptd 
123:40 54:45 
456;10 219:20 
318:55 326;39 

--- 638 :38 
178:10 339:10 
3,312:45 2,876:44 
24:15 Not reptd 
L235 12:40 
951:15 1,048:30 
87:35 98:30 
30;00 $5335 
543:02 382:12 
67 335 6:42 
800:01 634:44 
390:55 Road 
267:25 339325 
30:30 27:40 
700;05 704;05 
156:30 Not reptd 
107:25 86:45 
70:40 53350 
164;45 108;:3S 
162:50 96:95 
51349 38:07 
43:05 42:50 
162:40 205 45 
27:20 86:45 
105 :35 241:506 
69:05 33:35 
172:45 153:25 
79:30 165:55 
139;55 112:45 
651:23 73€:00 
61:35 97335 
30:20 55 :45 
377 :40 433:10 
7:25 2:90 
36:45 15:10 
335 10:05 
9:42 21;44 
sine 225 
17:38 27:52 
22:40 13:30 
ae 2:35 
7:40 $320 
2:55 :40 
4:45 32:35 
1:45 §2:35 
1:05 5:14 
15 ,233:00° 14,730:48 
shine 


Total for 
1926 


844:30 
2, 248323 
777 3:35 
627:35 
14,137:31 
1,968:12 
789 :05 
751:40 
1,977:45 
3,055 :08 
638:38 
796:11 
15 ,307:23 
770:35 
46:10 

5 ,120:52 
454330 
105 :20 
2,770;05 
243323 
3,073 :46 
859:50 
1,494:50 
116:02 
2,614:23 
1,297:03 
296:25 
351:35 
486:417 
673325 
101:45 
261:43 
1, 333:50 
283:50 
769:19 
205 :25 
602:09 
414:30 
$§3:35 
2,827:12 
477:15 
244:50 
1,571:47 
81:26 
129:35 
14:25 
75:26 
$20 
90:25 
81:35 
2:35 
63:35 
36:25 
52:15 
155:10 
59:00 
27:44 


75, 212:08 


Total for 
F.Y. 1926 


2,378:15 
5,121:35 
1,596:10 
1,143:15 
26,568:13 
5 , 484326 
1,716:05 
1,890;59 
3, 269325 
5, 797306 
636 336 
1, 285:31 
33 , 081.24 
1,533;48 
109:15 
11,,533:26 
872:55 
105:20 
4,853 336 
272333 
5 ,631:44 
1,493:15 
2, 795353 
422:52 
6,727 i359 
2, 468333 
559:05 
738326 
1,088:17 
1,776:52 
462339 
428322 
2,905.11 
1,959:55 
2,676:44 
640;53 
1,175 :55 
926:56 
1, 067:55 
6,257:17 
1,224:41 
349:05 
3,256:17 
:40 
183:52 
290:35 
73:05 
166:04 
5:40 
120:10 
366:20 
31325 
174:21 
195:05 
75:00 
405 :47 
1€5 5 
69:4k 
82: 365 
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AN AERIAL DEMONSTRATION AT POPE FIELD 
by the News Letter Correspondent 

Pope Field personnel were hizhly concratuleted for an aerial demonstration 
which was fsiven on July 2)st for the benefit of the C.M.T.C. and R.O.T.C. units 
in sumer training ot Fort brags. The program was arranged for the purpose of 
giving the students some idea of Air Corps activities and the interest shown by 
them nearly stonped the program because of crowding onto the flyin field. 

Liveral advance notices of the prosram followed by last minute news that an 
additional star attraction had been added in the appearance of the TC-5 from 
Langley Field brought out the biggest crowd that has ever assembled at Pope Field. 
4 conservative estimate placed the crowd at about 9,000, which is a big turnout 
for this "back-woods" location. Had it not been for the sweltering weather, the 
temperature registering around 120 in the sun and very little shade available, 
the crowd would have been several thousands larger. 

The program was run off without a single hitch or delay and with no accidem 
of any kind. First Lieut. Ward F. Robinson was tk2 king-pin around whom the pro~ 
gram centered and he functioned perfectly. His program for the afternoon consict 
ed of three flizhts for parachute jumps, two bombing flights and one flight durin 
which flexible machine guns were demonstrated, The parachute juups kept the bi: 
crawd excited as two ef the jumps resulted in landings out of sight of the fielc. 
Sgt» Edward C, Hillenbrand wade the first juiap and with a steady wind behind hin 
made a nice landing at the lower end of the field. Sgt. George 1. Lloyd was the 
second jumper and his decent proved to be the most exciting. A sudden change in 
the wind about the time he jusped sent hin skimaing throuch the air towards Little 
River, His jwap was from 3500 fect with about a 600 foot fall before the chute 
was pulled and before he had come down a thousand feet it appeared as if he would 
land in or over the river. At one time he was across the river, but a kindly air 
current in the last 500 feet of deseent brought hia back onto the reservation side 
and dropped him about 15 feet inside the line of the woods. Private Marion D, 
Holman mads the final jump from 3200 feet and again luck was with the jumper. The 
very variable wind stopped this time and Holman made the descent short of the 
field and in the very edge of a slimy, uuddy swamp. Aside from much wud accumu- 
lated by the rescue narty there was no danage. , 

Lieut. Robinson's first tomvins flicht was a close-up demonstration with 
dummy bombs ani the crowd received quite a thrill to see the white painted 25 
pounders dropned just in front of them. Then loaded with live bombs he jade 
another flight, and with a big sawdust pile as an objective he gave the crowd 
something to "Ah" at. Three of the five bombs which were dropped made direct hit: 
on the pile and threw clouds cf sawdust in all directions. it was remarkably 00 
bombing in view of the fact that there are no low altitude bomb sights ot this sta 
tion and all the bombs were dropped by eye sighting. 

The flexible gun demonstration with Lieut. H.W. Holden doing the shooting — 
proved to be better than expectations. The target was an old airplane wing set 1 
the widdle of the field and all tracer ammunition was used in order to et thebest 
effect possible from the spectators’ point of view. The tracer bullets immediate: 
set fire to the wing in several places and this result was more impressive than 
the showing of the bullet punctured target woull have been, 

The TC*5 certainly put the finishing touches on the program, In command of 
Lieut, "Bill" Gray, the ship sailed over Pope Field just one hour and a half be- 
fore it was expected, but a rush landing detail from the 5th Field Artillery ar- 
rived promptly and the bag was quickly landed, The ship arrived with the counter. 
balance zone from the rudder, anc although Lieut. Gray and his crew swear they di 
not explores any church steeples or water towers, their protestations were receive. 
rather skéstically. A radio was sent to Langley requesting another rudder and 
this arrived late in the afternoon via a Jomber flown by Cadet Dawson. 

At the start of the demonstration the airship was inspected by the thousands 
present and then, despite its damaged rudder, it took the air with brigadier-Gen-. 
A.J. Bowley, Major E.W, Burr and Major J.i, Wainwright as passengers. They wore 
given an hour's rido around the eastern part of the reservation, during which Gen 
Howley had an excellent chance to see how "the biggest artillery range in the 
world" looks fromthe topside. In appreciation-ef his fine ride the Genc ra}. pre- 
sented the airship personnel a besket of his excellent peaches. These peecies 


are grown in the General's own yard and are fron trees which he planted hiaselr 
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upon his arrival here several years ago. 

The return flicht of the TC~5 was made at 7:39 the following uorning. The 
Suip mad Deen sciecduies to leave at 4:30 a.m., and the entire personnel of the 
field was routed out at this early hour to toss them in the air, but an unex- 
pected ground fog delayed the start until the later hour, 

The closing event of the demonstration was provided by the C.li.T.C. units 
isn the fora of a review and then the annual photograph of the entire personnel 
was taken. The students made an excellent showing in passing the reviewing 
party, headed by Col. Alexander E. Williams, Q.ii.C., Commandant of the Summer 
Training Camps at Fort Bragg. 

---000=-<= 


TRANING PERIOD OF RESERVE OFFICERS TOO SHORT 


The NewS LETTER Correspondent from the Hors. 2nd Div. Air Corps, Fort San 
Houston, Texas, states that 23 reserve officers, Air Corps, from the 8th Corps 
Area, completed their 15-day training perisd on July 30th and that the results 
obtained are considered eminently satisfactory, although in the opinion of the 
Regular Air Carps personnel under whose instruction and direction all training 
has been conducted the time is much too short to properly cover the numerous 
subjects of which a fully competent pilot in the Air Corps nowadays is required 
to have a thovough xn.wledge., Recommendations have gone forward to the Chief of 
Air Corps that training periods of Air Corps reserve officers be considerably 
increased, althouzh it is also fully understood that many of our reserve offi- 
cers would be unable to spare any more tiue frou their civil pursuits. 

A new class of reserve officers of apprexiuately the same number as in the 
first training period started training on Aumst enc. It is to be followed by 
@ third class during the second haif cf Augusi. . 

The training of the first class of reserve vfficers started om July 18th, 
the flying ratings hsid by these 23 officers being as follows: Airplane pilots, 
3; Junior Airpiane Pilots, 12; Airplene Observers, 5; Not rated, 3. 

Trairiag scheduies were closely followed during the entire period. Thirtee: 
reserve cfficers neldiag flying ratings reached ihe "solo stage" before the end 
of the first week's training. Besides flying training, these reserve officers 
were instructed in the following suvjects: Photography; Administration covering 
all activities in connection with an Air Corps unit; Camera guns; bombing prac~ 
tice, using the carera ubscvra; ueriel sketching of a given area; engineering; | 
rigging; parachutes, etc., classes being so arranged that flying training was nc 
interfered with, each class of students passing from one instructor to another 
without icss of time. 

During the first week end of the camp, reguiar personnel carried reserve 
officers on the following cross-country flights: Lieut. Charies Douglas with 
Lieut. Hahnel; Lieut. Ray H. Clark with Lieut. Rentfrow and Lieut. Morris with 
Lieut, Hallonquist to\El Paso, Texas; Lieut. L.D. Weddington with Lieut. Heffner 
to Fort Ringgold; Lieut. Weyland with Lieut. Van Valin, Lieut. Holcomb with Lievt 
Gore and Cadet Giliett with Lieut. Cayton to Dallas, Texas; Cadet Bazier with 
Lieut. Neyer and Lieut. Gillespie with hiajor iioyes to Galveston, Texas. 

---000=-= 


GRADUATION EXERCISES AT BALLOON AND AIRSHIP SCHCOL 


The Class of 1926 of the belioon and Airship School at Scott Field, Ill., 
was eraduated on Friday, July 3Cth, at 8:00 p.m. The graduation exercises were 
held in the Officers' Club which had veen elaborately decorated for the purpose. 
liusic for the occasion was furnished by the Belleville American Legion band . 

Chaplain Charles F. Graeser vegan the exercises with a very stirring invo- 
cation, after which Licut.-Col. John A. Paegelow, in his introductory address, 
outlired the purposes of the school and its future aims. The. speakers of the 
evening were liajor Albert B. Lambert, well known in Air Corps circles, and the 
Hon. Edward li. Irwin, li.C., the United States Congressman from this district. 
Diplomas were presented by Mr. Carl F.G. Meyer, the representative of the 
Secretary of War. The following students received diplomas and wings: 

Major James A. Mars, lst Lievts. John Y. York and Randolph P» Wisliams, 
2nd Lieuts. Edmund C. Lynch, Uzal G. Ent, Edward H. White, Leslie A. Skinner, “ 
0, Eareckson, Master Sgt. Albert C. Gamble, Staff Sgt. Charles V. Williams, ; 
Flying Cadets James C. Richardson, Eugene 3. Schildhauer, John A. Tarro, Gordo 
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RUSH BUSINESS FOR CURTISS FLYING SERVICE 
Ly “Casey" Jones 


Among the varied activities of the Curtiss Flying Service, Inc., of Garden 
City, Long Island, N.Y,, fast express cross-country flying occupies a prominent 
place. These trips aliost always come without any notice and are always wade in 
an emergency ani therefore an arrival eat destination on time is imperative. 

A flight of this kind was made recently by the Curtiss organization and is 
one of the longest emergency trips without preparation ever made by them. On 
June <éend at about 11:00 a.m., Mr, R.W. Durrance, of Durrance & Co., Drokers, New 
York, Jacksonville and Tampa, Fla., telephoned the Curtiss Flying Service, Inc., 
announcing that he would arrive at Curtiss Field at 12:30 p.m. the sae day and 
that he must get to Clearwater, Florida, as soon as possible. He pointed out 
that he positively had to be in Clearwater before the closing of tusiness on Jun» 
23rd. It was evident that no railroad train could possibly get him there, and 
accordingly one of the fastest ships on Curtiss Field was used. 

This passenger was delayed in New York and did not get out to Curtiss Fiel! 
until 2:30 p.m., and the ship, a Curtiss K-6 Orioie equipped with wing radiators 
piloted by Arthur Capertion, was in the air on its way at 2:45. The first stop 
was made at the Naval Air Station, Anacostia, Washington, D.C., for gas and oil. 
Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C., was reached at nine o'clock that night. Here the 
ship was serviced and the pilot and passenger spent the night. It might be well 
to mention here that the officers and men of Pope Field are e° ~sptionally consil. 
erate and helpful to civilian pilots and did everything possible to speed the 
ORIOLE on its way. 

At 4:45 the next morning the ship was off, encomntering fog and rain all th 
way to Augusta, Ga., where gas and breakfast were taken aboard. Leaving Augusta 
at 9:30 a,m., Mr. Durrance was landed on the golf Jinks of the Bellaire Country 
Club, just half a mile from the Court House in Clearwater, Florida, where he had 
a most important meeting, at 2:00 p.m., and in plenty of time to complete his 
business. Mr. Durrance expressed his appreciation of the fast service and inci- 
dentally mentioned that the time saved meant thousands of dollars to hin. 

It is interesting to note that this passenger had never flown before and 
evidently had complete confidence in the most modern means of transportation, for 
he thought nothing of taking such a long hop on his initial flight. He also stat 
ed that in future he would use air travel whenever it would save hin a greot 
amount of time, 

The day following the explosion of the Navy Arsenal in New Jersey proved to 
be one of the busiest in the soven years' history of the Curtiss Flying Service. 

On the night that lightning struck the Navy Arsenal building at Dover, il.J., 
setting offi huge quantities of explosives, calls began coming in as early as 
eleven o'clock in the evening for airplane service, and these increased in numbe, 
as reporters and photographers phoned their offices advising that it was impos- 
sible to get within three to five miles of the arsenal grounds because of the 
danger from flying explosives and because a cuard of Marines and soldiers formed 
a cordon keeping all away from the danger zone. Consequently, the only way that 
pictures could be obtained was from the air. Two planes left Curtiss Field at 
daybreak, one carrying a Curtiss photographer and working for the Daily NEWS, an’ 
one carrying John Bockhurst, fawous aerial camera man of International Newsreel. 
These two planes arrived at Dover when things were at their worst, and the flyer: 
reported that the scene below resembled on a sigall scale conditions encountered 
over the front during the war. Shells were bursting in the air and buildings 
were burning, Every few minutes another building would turst into flames and 
shocks from the explosion of the shells could be felt even in the air. 

During the day eight round trips were made to Dover and return, a distance 
of approximately 150 miles, carrying photographers from Pathe News, Fox Filn, 
International Newsreel, P. and A. Bhotos and Daily NEWS. Excellent pictures were 
obtained and the first set of these were rushed to the office of the Daily NsV5, 
developed and printed and shipped west on the ten a.m. Air Mail. In the meart dino 
other services chartered planes for flights to Cloveland and Soston. 

The flights in connection with the disaster were made by ©.S. Jones, Wm. 
\icviullen, Paul Boyd and Ted Esslinger, both McMullen and Boyd putting in over tei 
hours of flying each during the day. 

In the meantime, Mrs. J. Benson iiarvin, who owns a camp at St+ Regis Lake in 


the Adirondacks, had chartered the Amphibian, piloted by A.L. Caperton, anc made 
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~mile flicht from New York in the mosiling. In the afternoon Ceperton car 
ried passenger's frou the Lake and returned the following worning, 

“An pibanan: ship, piloted by J.P. Andrews, was attending the postponed air ueet 
at Camden, N.J., and took second place in the efficiency cortest, then carryin: 
a-number of passenzers and returning to Garden City lete in the afternoon. 

All of this flyinzs was in addition to the usual Sunday business, which was 
carried on by an emergency crew headed by M.Mi. Merrill. A conservative estimate 
of the fiyivg done by the Company during the day was something over 3,500 miles, 
or over 46 AOE Ss, and the rewerkable fact about the performance was that every 
trip was carried cut on schedule time and without the least bit of difficulty, 
which is first class proof of the excellency, of the Company's groundorganization 

The abeve record is another. example of the growing public demand for effi- 
cient and safe airplane service end proves that such service is now available to 
the public. 
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AIRSHIP TC-5 HAS A BUSY MONTH IN THE AIR 


During the — of July the Airship TC-5 from Langley Field, Vae, spent 
con pare inal _ in the air. On-.the 8th the Airship, under command of ist Liev 
WA. Gray, “hy 2nd it. R. Kieburtz, Warrant Officer R.E. Lassiter, pilots; Sct< 
R.E. Quinn i J, Weiss, engineers; and Sgt. H.a. Triplett, radio operator, made: 
a coastal pttrol flicht ‘to Lakehurst, N.J., and afier a five-hour flight up the 
coast was bertned in the Naval Statiou hangar at Lakehurst.‘ On'the following da 
the Airship, piloted by Col. T.A. Baldwin, Air Officer, 2nd Corps Area, with fou 
Naval officers as passengers. maie a f} ‘ight to lev York andProoklyn, and after 
circlinz these cities a landing was made at isitjvhe. Field. The ship returned to 
Lakehurst in the afterucon, remaining at that stetion until July 13th, when it 
started en the return jrinp to Langley Field, arriving there at 2:30 p.m. While 
at Lakehurst six Jecni flights were made in the TO-5 with members of the "Los 
Angeles" crew as passengers. 

The puinose uf — flight was to collect deta for future patrol flights .. 
eleng the Aviantic Cusst, this being one of the tactical uses of an airship of 
this type in case of hespilities. The crew of the ship appreciate the kindlines: 
and services. shown then by the personnel of the Naval Station and eagerly loox 
forward to another visit to Lakehurst. 

Upon the return of the TC=5 to Langley a flight was started to Washington, 
D.C., the persennel on board being Lieut. Gray, Lt.-Col. Fravel and Warrant Offi. 
cer Lassiter, pilots. At Washington Lieuts. H. Montgomery and H. Dinger were 
taken aboard and the ship continued on to Philadelphia where the Sesqui-Centenni 
was visited. Major J.C. MeDonnell, in command of the Air Corps Squadron at the 
Exposition, with several newspapermen, were taken for a flight over the fair 
grounds and the City of Philadelphia. The return trip was madé via Washington, 
the journey from that city to Langley being made, at night and the airship arriv- 
ing home at midnizht. The total flying time for the trip was eleven hours. Whil» 
at Washington, the T%5 was inspected by the Hon. Ha ford MacNider, Assistant 
Secretary of War, ani Gonerals Patrick and Fechet. 

On July 18th the TU-5, with Lieuts. Gray and Kieburtz and Warrant Officer 
Lassiter, flew to Fort Brage, N.C., to take part an an aerial review and demon- 
stration. at Pope Field for a regiment of C.M.T.C. undergoing training at Fort: 
Bragg, While 2t Pope Field, Brigudicr-CGencral ArJj.béwiey, ‘Commanding General 
of the post, with his staff, were. taken for a flight, so that an aerial inspec- 
tion could ve made 6f the vast government reservation at Fort Bragg. On the 
trip down the counterbalance ‘of the rudder fell off about 100 miles from brage, 
tut the airship was able to continue to Pope Field. A radio was sent to Langley 
Field and the Lith Beubardment Squadron dispatched a Martin Bomber with isd 
rudder, which was instelied that night by the enlisted personnel of Pope Fisid 
in about an hour. The assistance rendered by this detachuent in manenuverins an. 
repairing tne ship cannot be praised too,highly. The TC-5 was moored te tho 
ground at Pope Field with sand bags, and on the following worning the return tr?) 
to Langley Field was made in less than four hours. 

---000--— 
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FNDIANA AIRMEN TRAINING AT WRIGHT FIRLD 


The entire personnel of the 113th Observation Squadron, Indiana National 
Guard, were in camp at Wright Field, Fairfield, 0., during the first two weeks 
in August, 14 officers and 81 enlisted men taking the intensive course of train- 
ing, which included ail of the activities of war time observation. Flying mis- 
sions were carried out by the pilots and observers, the servicing and maintenance 
of the aircraft being taken care of by the mechanics on the ground. 

Captain R.F. Taylor, Indiana National Guard, is the Commanding Officer, ani 
lst Lieut. G.W. Vawter is the Squadron Adjutant. All of the officers are pilots 
with world war experience, and four of the enlisted men have regently qualified 
as pilots. Two Air Corps officers of the Regular Army are now on duty with the 
Squadron as instructors - Captains W.F. Donnelly and H.W. Cook. Captain Donnelly 
has been active in National Guard work for several years. Captain Cook, who was 
a meuber of the First Fursyit Group overseas and -who was awarded a Distinguished 
Service Cross, was recently assigned to the 113th Squadron. Both of these offi- 
cers are well. qualified for their assignments, and are well liked by every man 
in the Squadron. 

The Squadron includes in its equipment 9 Curtiss JNS airplanes, 3 Liberty — 
trucks, 1 machine shop truck, 1 ambulance, 6 trailers, machine guns, rolling — 
kitchen, photographic end medical equipment. Five of the airplanes were fiowm tu 
Wright Field. They were all forced down twice by severe storms, but no material 
damage was done and the planes took the air again without difficulty. 

The 113th Squadron is operated as a self-containd unit; it services its om 
airplanes, cooks its om meals, operates its ow first-aid station. It has the 
following units, each in charge of an officer: Flight A, Flight B, Engineering 
Department, Transportation, Supply and Communicaticns Departments, Armament Sec- | 
tion, Photo Section, ani Medical Detachment. In addition to actual flying,there 
will be a tour of the Fairficld Air Intermediate Depot; a tour of McCook Field; 
instruction in rigging, engine maintenance, and theory of flight, Larges prac= 
tice, etc. 

"Nearly all of the officers ‘and enlisted men of the 113th live at Indianapol:: 
or vicinity. The National Guard regulations requires that they live nearby. Tho 
airport is within the Indianapolis Speedway - the place where the world-famous 
automobile races arc held on Miay .30 each year. The flat land inside of the race 
track is well suited fcr a landing field. In addition, it is easily identified 
from the air by visiting pilots, and is accessible to Indianapolis by paved 


highway and electric railway... 


William H. Kershner, "LA jatantscénever of the Stete of Indiana, visited tho 
camp on August 3rd. On the same day Lieut.-Col. Seth W. Cook, Air Officer for 
the 5th Corps Area, was also present. The camp was inspected by General Korshnex 
and Col. Cook, who expressed great satisfaction with the manner in which it was 
conducted and "the soldierly bearing of officers and men, 

---000--- 


ACTIVITIES OF THE SAN ANTONIO AIR INTERMEDIATE DEPOT 


The Engineering Department of the San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot during 
the month of June overhauled end repaired the following airplanes and engines: 
Airplanes = 13 DH4M-1, 16 JN, 3 NBS-1,.1 VE=9, 3 PT-1, 1 SM-1A, 1 Tie3, 1 TW-5, 
total 39; Engines - 31 Liberty, 61 Wri “ht-E. 

Several changes have beon made in the Enzine Repair Section of the Engineer-. 
ing Department, including the moving of the stock room from the side of Hangar 
No. 6 to the center of the building, thus pernitting the streightening out of bot. 
the Liberty and the Wright engine lines. Several changes were also made in Sut- 
assembly and in the ignition and carburétion sections with a view to improving t)» 


layouts of same. The improvements inaugurated will materially decrease the aver". 


number of man hours consumed in engine production. 
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TRAINING OF RESERVES AT AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Wright Field; : 
During tye past eight weeks four training camps for Air Corps Reserve offi- 
cers were held at Wright Field. Each camp was in session for two weeks, tne fou. 


camp closing on July 3lst. These four camps have given active trainins *0 ° 360 
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reserve officers and 50 enlisted men, coming from the States of Ohio, Indiana 
and Kentucky. Most of them were from Ohio, all sections of the State being 
represented. . 

At the fourth camp exactly 80 reserve officers were enrolled, comprising 3 
Majors, 13 Captains, 31 lst Lieuts. and 33 2nd Lieuts, iajor Lyman R. Walker, of 
Cleveland, is an architect in civil life; ilajor Robert L. Rockwell is one of the 
original officers of the Lafayette Escadrille which served in France prior to 
1917; Major L.O. MeQuirry has had 20 years' experience in the Army, and had a 
long service overseas in the World War. The 80 officers were divided into three 
sections, two of them flying sections and the third non-flying. Each section 
was in charge of a reserve Major. 

The Camp Commander was Captain John G. Colgan, the Commanding Officer of 
the 88th Observation Squadron, stationed at Wright Field. He was assisted by 
the Squadron Adjutant, Lt. H.F. Rouse; the Engineer Officer, Lieut. C.W. Pyle; 
the Supply Officer, Lieut. R.M. Greenslade; and the Quartermaster, Lieut. Loli, 
Savage. Lieut, Pyle was the Operations Officer and Officer in Charge of Flying 
for the last camp, Lieut. R.R. Brown being the Operations Officer for the three 
previous camps, All of these are Regular Officers of the Army. The following 
reserve officers held staff assignments for the duration of the camp: Lieut. R.D. 
Penland, Asst. Adjutant; Lieut. E.M. Egelkraut, Asst. Engineer Officer; Lieut, 
M.F. Crutcher, Asst. Supply Officer; and Lieut. W.C. Steckel, Instructor in Arma~ 
ment, All of these officers acted as instructors in their special lines. 

The training was based on the work of an Observation Squadron, and it was 
the aim of the camp commander to arrange the course so that all reserve officers 
in attendance could keep abreast of the latest tactical developments in the use 
of air power. Most of the lectures on tactical problems were given by Lieut. 
Rouse, Three of the best informed technical men at McCook Field gave special 
lectures = Lieut. E.R. Page on aviation engines; Mr. Jones on instruments and 
navigation of the air; and wir. Rochet on airplanes. 

The work of the first two sections alternated between lectures and actual 
flying, and the third section spent half of its time in the repair shops and the 
other half in the classroom. 

Twenty-two airplanes were allotted for use of the camp, 17 Curtiss JNS, four 
DeH's and one PT-l. 

, To show what the reservists thought of their treatment at camp, 4 letter 
was written to the Corps Area Commander by Capt. Everett R. Likens, of Wheeling, 
W, Va, Capt. Likens was the senior officer present at the second camp, and the 
letter was written at the unanimous request of the reserve officers in attend- 
ance; The first paragraph of the letter is as follows: 

“We, the Reserve Officers of the 2nd summer training camp, Wilbur Wright 
Field, Fairfield, Ohio, desire to extend to the officers and enlisted men of 
the 88th Observation Squadron, Air Service, our expression of gratitude for 
their extreme courtesy, unusual patience, and constant vigilance which, in 
our opinion, has resulted in the most successful, enjoyable, and valuable 
training camp that we have attended since the World War." 

During the progress of the camps, work began each day at 7:45 a.m. and 
continued until 3:45 p.m., the late afternoons being available for recreation, 
The swimming pool and the 18-hole golf course were the chief attractions after 
the day's work was done, 

Maxwell Field; 

The second summer camp for reserve officers opened on August lst, with 29 
pilots, 2 observers and 3 non-rated officers reporting for duty for the 15 days' 
training. At the close of the first week's training 15 of the pilots were fly- 
ing solo. On August 7th, seven JNS, piloted by reserves, took off for Birming- 
ham, Alabama, to spend the week end. The return flight was made on the next day. 

Twenty stuénts from the Georgia School of Technology completed the six 
weeks of training at Maxwell Tield on July 23rd. At dismountod pistol practice 
90 percent of the Cadets qualified as follows: 1 expert, 5 sharpshooters and 
12 marksmen. 

Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla. 

Five reserve officers completed fifteen days' active duty training on July 
25th, This camp was quite uneventful, though the Reserves tried hard to wear 
out the JN training planes, including the new ones recently acquired from the 


San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas. 
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ROUND=-THE-WORLD VOYAGERS EXTEND THANKS TQ AIR CORPS 


The following Night Letter was received at Wright Field on the wornins of 
July 15th from Evans and Wells, the round-the-world travelers, who made the trip 
in 284 days, seven days less than the previous record: 


“ New York City, 
July 14, 1926. 
"Majer Brett - Please accept our sincere thanks for your valuable assistance 
the rendering of which enabled us to establish a 28 and one-half days record 
for circling the globe. 
Linton Wells and 
W. S. Evans." 


These dauntless voyagers were aided materially by Wright Field. It was 
intended that they should be flown direct to Cleveland, tut they did not stop at 
Omaha, and a message sent to them at that point failod to reach them. The 
pilots (Captain Thowas Boland and Lieut. Fisher) took them as far as Rantoul, 
Ill., where they stopped for the night. It was too lato to proceed tu Fairfiel} 
as they had no night-flying equipment. In the meantine, Lieuts. Johnson and 
waitland had flown to Cleveland and held themselves in readiness to fly to 
iit che) Field when Evans and Wells should arrive. However, Captain Beland and 
Licut. Fisher reached Cleveland about 9:00 a.m. on the 14th, and they proceeded 
directly to Mitchel Field, arriving in the early afternoon. Evans and Wells 
immediately sent the night letter expressing their thanks fom assistance in e6n- 
abling them to break the world's record. 
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THE CURTISS “FALCON” 0-1 
By Frank H, Russell 


The Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Company, Inc., has just completed the deliv 
ery of ten 0-1 "Falcon" airplanes to the Army Air Corps, and three machines are 
now undergoing service tests at various Army fields. 

The "Falcon" is a high-perforuance two-seater observation airplane designed 
to fulfill the recuirewents of the Army Air. Corps for a medern observation ma- 
chine to replace the obsolete Dellavilands which until recently have been stand- 
ard equipment of Air Corps squadrens. It will be remembered that in 1924 the 
Army Air Service instituted a competition for this type of machine, and the 
"Falcon" was one of three machines submitted. In this competition the "Falcon" 
was awarded more points than either of its competitors, was the only machine to 
exceed the point requirements, and was awarded the first prize. Based on tho 
resuits of this competition, a contract for ten "Falcons" was awarded to the 
Curtiss Company. The Curtiss D-l2 motor had by this time so firmly established 
itself as the promier motor of its class that the new contract called for the 
substitution of the D-12 for the Liberty or Packard motor with which the origi- 
nal "Falcon" was interchangeably equipped. Thus the "Falcon" became a true 
Curtiss product, designed, manufactured and assembled 4n its entirety by the 
Curtiss organization, 

The acrodynamic features of the "Falcon" represent the very latest refine- 
ments in the art of aeronautical engineering. The entire design was predicated 
upon the realization of the fact that high perforuance and extreme maneuvera= 
bility must be obtained above all olse. To this end, the overall dimensions 
were kept extremely low, in spite ofthe great woight and bulk of the useful load 
to be carried, and particular attontion was paid in the layout to cleanness of 
line and to controllability. The excellent facilities for aerodynanic research 
and test, provided oy the Curtiss aerodynasic laboratory, were utilized to the 
fullest extent, An extensive series of wodel tests was conducted in the wind ; 
tunnel to determine the arrangement which showed the best coubinat ion of high 
performance and maneuverability, together with grestest possible visibility in 
all directions, without sacrificing any of the other requirouents of the design. 
The final desicn was of a singlo-bay tractor biplane of small overall dinensiene 
having a pronounced stagger combined with sweepback in the upper Wing. The ae 
of the engineering research carried out in the preliminary stages of the desigr. 
can be appreciated when one realizes that the "Falcon" out-perforus and oub~ 
maneuvers any observation machine in service today, whilo still neeting in a 


highly successful manner all of the requirements for an observation machine. 
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Structurally, likewise, the "Falcon" is the euboliment of advanced enzin- 
eering, and all parts have been designed to afford a wexinua of sirength ee 
rigidity with a mininun of weight and bulk. U.S. aruy strenrtn requireients, 
which for a desicn of this t:-re are hizh, have been wet or exceeded throughout, 

The biplane Wiur celiule is composel of five panels; two lowers, two upper 
outers, and one upper cenver section. The winz beauws are a coubination box and 
I Section, with spruce flanges and thin spruce planking webs. This type of con. 
struction vrovides extreme rigidity and strength with low weight, The ribs are 
of the Warren truss type, with thin birch plywovd webs. Considerable inrenuity 
48 evidenced in the design of the 1 winz fittings, of duralunin and steel, which 
are light, sizple and strong. Drag beacing consists of duralwain struts and 
streamline wires, The ri- sijity and true contour of the leadinz; edge of the 
wing is preserved by a sheathing of thin wuruluuin, extending back to the front 
beam. Covering is the usual fabric, The interplane struts are of streauline 
steel tubing with sixple adjustable ends, and the interplane wires are 
streanline, 

The pronounced forward stagger, cembined with sweephack of the upper wings, 
provides an excellent field of vision for both pilot and observer. 

The fusslage is constructed,entirely of duralumin tubing, using a patented 
riveted joint connection for the mombers, which form a rigid Warren truss. In 
order to facilitats coustruction and to preclude any possibility of fatisue due 
to vibration, the major fuseleze fittings, including wing hinges, landing sear 
attachments, etc., arc cf hich tensile steol. Although a considerable amount .o? 
engineering research and expsrimenting was necessary in order to perfect the 
duralumin fuselace, the saving of aporoximately 25% in weicht uore than justi- 
fied the extra effort. 

The motor mount is a jJetachebie welded steel unit, of the type which has 
proven so satisfactory cn the Curtiss “Hawk" persust machine. The quick detach- 
able feature makes possivie the installavion of Curtiss D-12 and Liberty 12 
engines, interchanz22b"y. 

The laniing gear is of the well kr.owm Curtiss split-axle, using rubber 
compression discs, houced within the fuselazc, as the shock absorbing iediun. 
This type of iancin; guar, whiicn has been succossfully used for several years 
in the "Hawk", is iceal Zor tesing off of landing on rough or muddy ground, grain 
fields, étc., poss2sses a very bicn legree of snock absorbing ability, and is 
far superior to the rubber cord wvn2 from the maintenance standpoint. The tail 
skid is slunz in such a wenner no to prevent the sudden application of heavy 
loads to the fuseclaje in a hurc ahaa: and is steerable, a feature which per- 
mits a hish degree @f ground maneuverability when taxying. 

The tail surfaces are construc ha sd entirely of duraluwin, with fabric cover- 


ane 
ae 


ing. . 

As has been mentioned before, the power plant consists of either the Curtis 
D-12 or the Liberty 12 engine. Features of the power type which are of particu. 
lar interest are the undersluns, or funnol type of radiator, which is of advant- 
ace both from an aerodyna.ic and a vulnerability standpoint; the oil tenuperature 

regulator, a feature which not only facilitates quick starting in cold weather, 

by rapidly warming tho oil, but also prevents the oil from overheating in flisht; 
and the Curtiss-Reéd duralu.ain proveller. The fuel tank, which can be inste.ta- 


neously dropped by the pilot in cace of fire or an impending crash, is of nickel. 


plated duralunin, a patented Curtiss feature, which provides the serwiceability 
and excellent maintenance features of a vrass tank at a great saving in weight. 
Fuel for 3 hours flicht at full throttle is carried, and, in addition, an auxil- 
iary tank can be almost instantly attacned under the fus elage, increasing the 
endurance to 44 hours or 675 miles, This tank, like the main tank, is of nickle- 
plated duraluiin ani is drpppable. The total gasoline capacity is 169 gallons, 
The incenuity ani experience of Curtiss engineers is perhaps best evidencel 
in the pilot's and observer's cockpits, where are located not only the controls 
ani instruments necessary for operating the ship, but also over 600 pounds of 


useful load and equipaent in the form of armament, camera, radio, bomb sishts an 


the other necessary paraphernalia of an observation plane. And in spite of the 
suiall size and clean lines of the fusclaje, all of this equipment is convenient); 
located and easily operated by the crew. 

The perforsaance of the "Falcon" with its full military load of aliost a tou 


(1,750 lbs.) exceeds by a wide warzin that of any other observation plane in sei: 


vice today, 
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With the D-12 wotor installe -d, its svproximate performence is, hizh speed 
150 m.p.h., initial rate of climb 1, 200 ft. per minute, with a service ceiling of 
over 18,000 feet. With the Liberty motor, although the high speed drops slightly 
it still has about 10 miles excess in speed over any other observation type. 
Furthermore, it possesses a decree of maneuverability never before obtained in a 
ship of this class, comparing favorably in this respect with the Curtiss single- 
seater pursuit planes, These features, combined with its great range of Vaan, 
darability ani easy maintenance characteristics, make it an outstanding type in 
the list of Curtiss contributions to military aircraft. 

The desirability of restricting the nusber of different types of planes in 
military service is becoming evident in the Army Air Corps as well as in Naval 
aeronautics. The Curtiss "Falcon" meets this trend of development in a peculiar- 
ly fortunate manner, Interchangeability of power plants from the Liberty-notored 
observation to the D-12 motored plane with maximum performance, is obtained with- 
out any change in the ship aft of the firewall, the engine mounting being attach- 
ed to the fuselage by four bolts, Further, while this ship is built as an obser- 
vation plane, the Service is making an intensive study of it as a two-place 
fighter at Selfridge Field, where it: has been found to outperform in jany inst an- 
cesat hizh altitudes the standard pursuit ships. It will later be tried out as 
an attack plane, where its high speed, quick control and ability for quick dives 
and “zooms” will be of creat advantage. 

It is obviously desirable for the Service to acquire a ship, the spare parts, 
maintenance and servicing of which are identical, whether it be adapted for any 
one of a number of special services, 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 





Chanzes of station; 2nd Lieut. Robert L, Brookings fror Chanute to bolling 
Field... . 
lst Lt. Frederick ii, Hopkins, Mitchel Field to New York Univ., New York City 

Capt. Lynwood B. Jacobs to Infantry School, Fort Benning, Ga. 

lst Lieut. Aaron E. Jones, Instr. Mass. Nat'l Guard, Boston, to Panaria Canal 
Zons, sailing about iarch 2, 1927. : 

lst Lt. John W. Benton, Crissy Field, to Hawaiian Dept., sailing Oct. c8th. 

lst Lt+ C.H. Mills from Walter Reed Hospital, Washington, to Chanute Field. 

Ist It. Burnie R. Dallas, frow Office Chief Air Corps, to Rockweli Field. 

2nd it. Fred A. Ingalls, Scott Field, to Walter Reed General Hospital for 
observation and treatment, 

2nd Lt+ Norme D. Frost, Brooks Field, to Hawaii, sailing October 26th. 

ist Lt. Eugene B. Bayley, Crissy Field, to Uniontown, Pa., to assume command 
of Burgess Field, 

lst Lt* Edgar T. Selzer, Brooks Field, tto Detroit, Mich., as Instructor of 
Air Corps, Michigan National Guard. 

Following officers to Panama Canal Department, sailing about Dec, 2nd: 1st 
Lt. Clarence F. Horton from Langley Field; lst Lt+* Hugh C. Dowey, McCook Field, 
end Lt* Hoyt S. Vandenberg from Fort Crockett, Texas. 

Following officers, upon completion of tour of duty in Panana, to proceed to 
stations indicated: lst Lt» James T. Curry to Fort Crockett, Texas; 1st Lt .Melvin 
Bb, Asp to Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot; lst Lt. John R. Morgan to brooks 
Field; lst Lt. Hugh C. Minter to Selfridge Field; lst Lt. Edward L. Fernsten to 
Brooks Field. 

Lt.-Col. C.C. Culver from Kelly Field to Langley Field, Va., to assume cou- 
mand of that station. : 

Reserve Officers ordered to active duty; For 15 days from August 2nd:- at 
Wright Field, lst Lt. Walter F. Reagan; at McCook Field, Capt. Samuel H. Anderson, 
lst Lts. Byron G. Cook and Michael Rubner; at mitchel Field, Capt, Arthur Wilson, 
John A. Weishanpel, Charles 0. Dost, 2nd Lt- Orrin E. Ross; ‘at Langley Field, Va. 
Capt. Win. Reading, 2nd Lt. Frank P. Haydon; at Rockwell Field, 2nd Lts. Wr Pe 
Williams, Paul B. Nelson; at Chanute Field, 2nd Lts. Fred W. Heckert, Guy E. 
Lawrence, Charles L. Paulus; at San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, lst It. Janes 
E. Scheirer; at Ross Field, Arcadia, Calif., Capt. Morris L. Boxwell; at Post Fie 
Field, Okla., 2nd Lt’ Morris A. Schellhardt; at- Office Chief of Air Corps, 
Washineton, D.C., Capt. C.C. Shangraw and 2nd Lt+- Anthony L. lierroll; at Wiarshall 
Field, Kansas, lst Lt* Charles I. Henderson; at Kelly Field, Major Phillip P. 
Cock = For 15 days from July 18th - at McCook Field, lst Lt. George W. Haskins; 
a1 5e 














For 15 days from anges Sth, at Lancley Fielil, Lt.-Col. Wn, H. Garrison, Jr. -« 
For 25 days from August lst, at McCcok Ficld, Capt. James R. Walsh. 

R sigpetions: . st Lieut. John A, Macready, August 9th. Ist Lieut. Max 
F, Meycr, august Ist. 

Fr oinet Aone _ &nd Lieut. James T. Cumberpatch to lst Lieut. with rank fron 
April 1. 1926. 

Detailed in Air Corns: 2nd Lieut. John W. Bowman, Cavalry; 2nd Lieut. Frank 
G, Irvin, Infantry; 2nd Lieut. Richard H. Bridgwan, Cavalry = all to take pri- 
mary fiying trsining at Breoks Field, Texas, commencing Sept. 13th. 

Roiheved from Air Corps: 2nd Lisut. Joe R. Sherr (Signal Corps) to 2nd Divi- 
sion, :t+ Sai Housten, Texas; Capt. Olaf P, Winningstad (Ord. Dept.) to 
Wasionzton, D.C. for duty in Office Chief of Ordnarce; 2nd Lieut. John Wu.Black 
to Fisic Artillery, at Ft, Sam Houston, Texas; 2nd Lieut. Wis, 0. Heacock to 
Cavairy at Fort Huachuca, Ariz, 

Ovders revoked: Re. 2nd Lieut. Howard H. Couch proceeding from Scott to 
Lanzley Field; re. lst Lieut. James C. Shively procooding from Kelly Field to 
the Hawaiian Department. 





---000--- 
DEATH OF LIEUT. E.H. BARKSDALE 


Lieut, Eugene H. Barksdale, Air Corps, test pilot at McCook Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, met his death August 1lth while flight-testing an airplane. While ine 
fast spin, Lieut. Barksdale evidently found it nocessary to jump from the plane 
in his parachute, Unfertunately, tho chute, while it opened, became tangled 
in «ne of the rear flyinz brace wiros, cutting the shroud lines and causing 
Licut. Barksdale to fall free. 

Lieut. Barksdale was bern November 5, 1895, at Goshen Springs, Iliss, He 
was attending the iississippi Agricult tural and tie chanical College in his junior 
year when he joined the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, in 1917, receiving his 
ground school training at Austin, Texas, He received his flying training ovor- 
seas with the Royal Flying Corps at Oxford, England, and at several other avia- 
tion schools in thet country. Upon completion of his training he was assigned 
to the 41st Squadron, Royal Air Force, in Juiy, 1918. He was on active duty at 
the front with this Sguadror. until October 15, 1918, when he was transferred to 
the 25th U.S. Aero Squadron, While en duty with the Royal Air Force he received 
orficial credit for three destroyed enemy aircraft and participated in the 
destruction of five other enemy aircraft. 

Upon his return to the United States Lieut. Barksdale served at Camp Vail, 
N.J.; Mitchel Field, N.Y., and McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, his duties at the 
latter station being "thet of test pilot. 

Lieut. Barksdale was buried with full military honors at the Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

The Air Corps extends its sincere sympathy to his fanily. 
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NOTES FRO AIR cORPS FIELDS 


Kelly Field, San Antorio, Texas, July 25r4, 





Fourteen airplanes, bearing stuients and instructors of the Observation 
Sectacs of the Advansed Flying School, took off from Kelly Field on July 10th 
for Lareco and Eagle Pass on leng distance reconnaissance wissions. Eight of 
the piencs, including one flown by Ast Lt. G.ii. St+ John, instructor, were as- 
signed to Laredo as their first stopping place and the cther, including lst Lt. 
Wa. 5S. Cravely, instructor, headed for Fort Clark. Ail of the planes returned 
te Kelly Field the next day. 

The birthday of the 41st School Squadron was celebrated in fitting style 
by the officers and enlisted wen of the organization, beginning with a real get- 
together dance on Friday eveninz at the Hostess House. Many of the 
"Charlestoners", as well as the charming ladies of the outfit, never wissed a 
dance. Comaencing at 9:00 avi. Saturday, July 10th, the married men and single 
wen crossed bats for the Squadron baseball championship, wuch to the sorrow of 
the warried men. ‘The married wen gave as an excuse that they were up too late 
the preceding evening and even the charming fans failed to inspire the benedicts, 
the gasue ending 8 to 4, After a tug-of-war, sack race and potato race, those who 
still had energy enough dragzed theiselves to the attractive 41st dining room 
where the tables groaned under the weicht of fried chicken and many other 
tempting dishes, The dinner was presided over by lirs, Culver, in the absence of 
Lt.-Col. Culver, and was a great success from every standpoint. 

First Lieut. Dache M. Reeves, who has been Assistant Director of Academic 
Trainins in the Advanced Flying School, was transferred to Washington for duty 
in the Office Chief of Air Corps, 

Captain Burdette S. Wricht, Operations Officer, ACAFS, Kelly Field, and lst 
It. H.H. George, supervisor of Pursuit Aviation training at Kelly Field, were 
ordered to McCook Field, Dayton, 0., to test new pursuit training planes. The 
planes were built at McCook Field and are now ready for tests by School pilots. 
No new pursuit training plane will be put into use at the Advanced Flying School 
until the training planes now on hand are worn out. 

Flights from Kelly Field to Galveston were made by Lieuts. W.A. Maxwell 
and W.C. Goldsborough. Lieut. Maxwell flew to the Gulf City on an official mis- 
sion connected with supplies at that place, ani Lieut. Goldsborough, who just 
reported at Kelly Field, made the flight to familiarize himself with the 
country, 

Flights from Kelly Field to Pensacola, Fla., were begun by Major A.L.Sneed, 
Executive Officer, and Major Roy S. Brown, Engineering Officer. ilajor Sneed 
took off in a DH on July 16th for Bentonville, Ark., to attend the opening of a 
new flying field at that place. They will fly frow there to Maxwell Field, 
ioat gamery, Ala., and frou there to Pensaccia, Fla., iiajor Brown flew direct 
froi Kelly Field to Maxwell Field, wnere he was stationed before coming here. 

He wil. visit the National Guard +reining camp there end then proceed to the 
Florida Naval Training Station. Major vrown left Kelly Field July 18th in an 
Ome picnee 

Flying Cadet F.J. Laver, stuaent in the Advanced Flying School, narrowly 
escaped death or seriots injury eav3y July 19th, when tre landing gear of his 
plene collapsed and the plane burst ints flares. The accident occurred on the 
flying field. As the ship, a Douzlas 0-2, struck the ground the wheels crumpl- 
ed cad it went up on its rose. As the same moment it caught fire, Cadet Laver, 
who was makinc his first sole flight in a Douglas plane, leaped fron the cock- 
pit, and escaped with slight burns. It was the first Deuglas 0-2 to catch fire 
at Keily Field. 

Mejor F.iM. Andrews, Cemmandant of the Advanced Flying School, left Kelly 
Field in a Deuclas 0-2, July 21st, for Fort Crockett, Texas, to confer on gun- 
nery matters at thet station. He returned same date. 


San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, July J5th. 








Recertly tvo sarlioais of DHAM-2«T's were, received at this Depot for as- 
semblv, Tnese vlenes were built for dual iastructicn and have quite a number of 
immrevenents over che old M-2's. They wiil be a great asset to the School 
Group at Kelly Field. 

-17- V-5592, A.C. 











ee or is Sortraraned soit tae aera ne ee 
z put, cropped in at this station July 14th 
from a cross-country for a short stay with his many old friends here, 

Lieut, Halverson left July 34, flying one of cur special DH's, for Mission 
Texas. Forced down (7?) by a rainstori, ne spent the night in the "Free State of 
hel (San Diego, Texas) and continued to iifission on the 4th, returning next 

ay. 

Three Douglas O-2's were ferried to this Deput last week by Cadets from the 
3rd Attack Group at Fort Crockett, Texas, for motor changes. The last one re~ 
turned to Fort Crockett July 2nd. 

The structural steei work of the new hangar is finished and ready for in- 
stallation of docrs, new in process, It is expected to begin pouring conercte 
for the ficor this week. The test hangar crew looks forward to its couplet ion 
wivh pleasant ‘anticipation of relief from the existing cramped conditions due to 
lack of storage space, 


San Antonio Air Intermediste Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, July 28th. 





The Dope and Paint Section of the Enginoering Department of this Depot has 
moved into the new Dope Shop. While this structure will not be completed until 
sometime in the future, it affords much better working facilities in its present 
condition then the old Dope Shop and, when coupleted, will be the most up-to- 
date in the Air Corps. 

Major Pirie flew our "Sea Gull" to Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, July 
16th to inspect the Air Corps equipment at that station, returning next day. 

Lieut. A.W. Vananan flew to Dallas in the “Sea Gull" on July 17th, return- 
ing here on the 18th, 

Lieut, H.A. Halverson with Lieut. R.V,. Ignico as passenger flew to Dallas 
on July 18th, returning the 19th. 

Warrant Officer C,R. Mayberry is taking advantage of two wonths' leave of 
absence, becinninz July 26th. 

The Civilian Club at this station held its regular dance on the evening of 
July 24th in the Service Club, The popularity of these functiens among the 
civilian personnel was again manifested, a large number being present. 


Wrisht Field, Fairfield, Ohio, July 22nd. 





During the absence of Major A.W. Robins at Kelly Fiel, Major George H.Brett 
is Commanding Officer at Wright Field, in addition to his regular assignnent as 
Chief of the Field Service Section, Major Brett assued command on June 9th and 
during his temporary absence in Washington Capt. John G. Colgan was in command. 

Captain Edward Laughlin, Engincer Officer, is making an extended flying tour 
and will visit several Air Corps stations. In his absence Lieut. hiilo licGune is 
acting Engineer Officer, 

The following cross-country flights were made by personnel of this station: 
Lieuts, E.P. Gaines and L.3. Savaze to Louisville, Ky.; Lieut. E.P. Gaines and 
Capt. A.W. Stevens to Selfridge F/vld on a photographic mission; Lieut. HA. 
Bartron and Capt. Stevens to Chanute Field; Lieut. Ray A. Dunn and Lieut, LeJe 
Maitland to Kokomo, Ind , July 18th, where they assisted in the dedication of 
Shockley Field, a new field adjoining the National Guard Airdrome at Kokono. 

Many different pilots ferried airplanes from Wright Field to other stations 
during the past six weeks: Following is a partial list of those who ferried 
airplanes which were overhauled at the Repair Shops: Lieut. BF. Griffin, four 
Jennies to Lambert Field, St. Louis, Mo.; Lieuts. Johnson and W.B. licCoy and 
Cadet Cote, 3 Jennies to Maxwell Field; Lieut. Isaiah Davies one Jenny to 
Richards Field; Capt. Thomas Boland and Lieut, A.L. Jewett, two Jennies to war- 
shall Field; Lieut. D.G. Stitt one plane to Post Field; Lieut. Palmer,Minn. 
National Guard, one JN to Minneapolis, July 16th; Sgt. J.G. O'Neal one C-1 to 
Selfridge Field, July llth; Lieut. C.iM. brown, one JN to Bowsan Field, July 6th, 

The following made ferrying trips to the Boston Airport: Lieuts. GeV. 
MePike, W.G. Duke, W.J. Hanlon, H.A. Sutton, H.R. Wells, Capt. C.W. Ford and 
Sgt. Colb. 

Among those who made the Airways flight and stopped at the Model Airways 
Control Station at Wright Field during the past month were Major Hubert R.Harnon, 
Captain C.E. Rust, Lieuts. K. Sloan, 4.A. Dinger, R.E, Culbertson and R.C 
Moffat. -18- V-5592, AC 
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Other recent visitors were Majors Carl Spats, S.W. FitzGerald and W.& 
“ilner, who flew threes Pel planes frou Selfriize'to Bolling Field; Lieut. M.L. 
giliott in a C-1l fro Selfridge; Lieut. L.C. Blackburn in an O-< fron Kelly 
Field and Lt. ieConnell, of the Tennessee National Guard, in a TW-3. Another * 
visitor was Adjutant General James A, ecanare of Kentucky, who came from Frank- 
fort by air with Lieut. R.R. Brown. General Kehoe re.ained dell several days, 1 
Leing especially interested in the bie of the Reserve Officers’ canup. 

Anong the new officers who have recently come to the station is Lieut. R. L, 
Greenslade, assigned as Supply Officer of the 88th Observation Squadron. 


Field Service Section, Fairfield, Ohio, July 22nd. 





Major George H. Brett went to Washincton July 12th to attend a conference 
called by the Chief of Air Corps to make recommendations concerning the lLiainten- 
ance inspection system now being tried at Mitchel Field. 

Lieut. £.C. Crumrine was appointed Chief of waintenance, relieving Liout. 
C.A. Cover, who was transferred to Santa Monica, Calif., and. who will represent 
the Air Corps at the Douglas Aircraft Factory. Lieut. 0.0. Niergarth is the new 
Chief of Cost Requirements, replacing Lieut, W:a. J. Hanlon, due for the Philip- 
pines. The following officers are expected to arrive at the Field Service 
section next fall: Capts. L.E. Jacobs, S.A. Blair, Lieuts. J. H. Stromme and 
B.C. Whitehead. Lieut. Robert 3. Selff was appointed Executive Officer of the 
Field Service Section and Licout, Barney M. Giles remains in charge of Materiel. 

Wiajor Brett recently delivered two lectures at McCook Field to the grad- 
uating class of the Tactical School frou Lanzlev Field and to the Enginoecring 
School. He outlined the work of the Field Service Section and its relation to 
the fields and stations, showins how the Supply Division bezins its work where 
the Engineering Division stops; ‘that the two divisions work together,the one to 
invent and perfect new equipaent, the other to procure,allot and maintain sane., 

Messrs, W.D. Kennocy and W.M. Moore returned June 27th after spending ser- 
eral weeks at Mitchel field and at Middletown. While at \iitchel Field they were 
engaged in coordinatin: the tentative Maintenance Inspection Systen with the 
iaintenance, Supniy uni Cost activities of Field Service, 

Mr. L.W. Armour was called to active duty at Scott rield for two weeks as 
a 2nd Lieut., Air Corps Reserve. 

Field Service officers made numerous fl izhts during the past month, Lieut. 
b,M. Giles with wr. Dixon as passenzers flew to Chanute Field, and lebes with 
ur, Roy Isaacs as passenger flew to Bolling Field; Lieut. B.C. Cruurine flew to 
Selfridge and Lieut. 0.0. Niergarth to Grand Rapids, ich. 

ir. John H, Pettitt, of the Field Service Section, was transferred to the 
Widdletown Air Intermediate Depot, whore he will be Chief Draftsruan. 

Major Brett recently received a personal letter from iiajor E.A. Lonaan, who 
has been in goumand of Phillips Field and was assigned to the Tactical School az 
Langley Field. iajor Lohman writes in part: 

"Before severing wy connections with Phillips Field I would like to ex= 
pressn my appreciation to you personally for the many courtesies shown us 
during wy stay here. As thisis not a strictly Air Service Field we are 
handicapped in many ways ani the manner in which we, at tines, do business 
is different froa that at a strictly Air Corps Ficld, Your office has at 
all times been courteous ani I aarp nothing but the kindest feeling for 
the iaany courtesies extended me, 


x= 


Luke Field and 5th Composite Group, liawaii, July 12th. 





Representative Stewart Appleby of New Jersey was given a flight from Luke 
Field to Wheeler Field and then over Honolulu June 14th. The Congressnan rode 
in a Loening Amphitian and was accompanied by two DH4B's and a Martin Bomber. 

Lieut, ‘T3. Griffith, who left for the States three wonths ago as a Lachel.- 
or, returned to Honolulu on the CITY OF LOS ANGELES June 20th, with a wife in 
command of the Griffith outfit. The stcamer was met by an Aloha flicht of throo 
airplanes from the 19th Pursuit Squadron. ; 

Lieut. Paul H. Prentiss is getting a bit superstitious. Flying WH3A 12 on 
an aerial cunnerymission he shot too long a string. The gun overheated and ce. 
tinued firing without synchronization. Result 13 holes in the prop of Ship ;:° 

Lieut. Whitten arrived on the CHATDAU-THIERRY ani was assigned to tne 1° t: 


Pursuit Squadron. Major R.E.M. Goolrick, Capt. H.li. Eluenderf, Lieuts. H.L. 
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Clark, G.S. Salisbury, L.C. wiallory and D.W. liorwood left on the Chateau-Thierry 
on its return to the mainland Juno 22nd. The evening previous these officers 
were guests of Luke Field officers at a stag dinner in Gold Room of Young Hotel, 

The Luke Field baseball Club, managed by Lt. Henry Kunkel and captained by 
Staff Set. Klemp have had things pretty much their own way in the Sector Baseball 
League. Since the season started the Luke Field "Fliers" won 15 consecutive ganes 
and in the last 28 innings were not scored on. iiuch of the credit for this string 
of victories must zo to "Smoky" Earnhart, 72d Sqdn., who did the greater portion 
of the wound work for the Fliers. Incidentally Earnhart pitched 27-1/3 of the 28 
scoreless innings record, On June 16th the Fliers took on the University of Calif, 
team which was sojourning in Honolulu and lost 8 to 7, although Luke Field was 
leading 3 to 1 at the end of the 7th. The Bears, however, gathered six runs in 
the 8th and one in the 9th, and the "Fliers" could not quite wake the grade, 

The Pursuit and Bombardment Officers met June 29th on the Luke Field diamond, 
and although the Bombers started off with a rush and scored four runs in the 
first three innings they took the short end of an 8 to 7 score, 








Luke Field and Fifth Compasite Group, Luke Field, T.H., July 16th. 


Lieuts. Ferguson and Langmead, pilots, with Capt. Peters, M.C.,Sgts. Lalonde, 
Yager and Williams, Pvts. Quinn and Rahl, passengers,made an inter-island flight 
to Upolu Point, Hawaii, in two NBS-1's July 8th to escort Lt. Worthington in the 
Amphibian back to Luke Field. Lts. Worthington and Givens were engaged an the 
.experiment of sowing tree secds on forest reserve lands devastated by fire, The 
flight left Luks Field at 7:25 a.m. and proceeded down the windward coasts of 
Molokai and ifaui to Upolu Point, arriving at 10:25 a.m, The ships were gassed 
and the return trip made the samo afternoon, leaving at 3:25 p.m. and arriving at 
Luke Field at 5:25 p.ia, At Upolu Point the personnel were réceived with fine 
hospitality, the people frou the Hawi Plantation doing everything-in their power 
to make the short stay enjoyable. 

An MB3A airplane mounted on a truck was furnished by. Luke Field for the 
patriotic parade held in Honolulu on the morning of July Sth. 


Hars. 2nd Div, Air Corps, Ft’ Sam Houston, Texas, July 10th. 





The work of re-establishing the post of the 12th Obs. Sqdn. has been going 
forward at a great pace and routine work started in earnest. Iiuch of this has 
been cross-country flying and cooperation with units of the 2nd Div. and the CiiTC 
Camps undergoing their yearly training here. Demonstration of radiophone corni- 
cation, air to ground, to these students constituted so far the “main event”. 

Cross-country flights were made as follows: Lts. Guy H. Gale,’ LP .Holcoub 
and Otto P, Weyland, piloting 3 Douglas 0-2 planes, with mechanics,to Fort Clark, 
Texas, July 5th, to participate in maneuvers with ground troops there in aerial 
observation and radio communication, returning July 9th - Lts. Harry Weddington 
and Ray H. Clark to Houston, Texas, July 3rd, in a DH for cross-country training, 
returning July 5th - Lt. Russell L. Williamson and Master Set. A.F. bryant in a 
DH July 7th to Washington, D.C. = Lt. Ray H. Clark with Set. L.L. Bentley in a DH 
to Denver, Col., by way'of Dallas, Muskogee and Liberal, Kans. to select suitable 
emergency landing fields, ctc. - Lt. L.P. Holcomb in a DH July 9th to Scott Field, 
Ill., following regular Airways route - Lt+ Chas. Douglas, in a Douglas, with 
Staff Set, Fred I. Pierce, as passenger, to Houston, on July 10th. 


Hors, 2nd Div. Air Corns, Ft’ Sam Houston, Texas, July 18 - 3lst. 





Lieut. L.D. Weddington, C,.0. of lst Photo Section, was engaged in a series of 
tests with the Douglas 0-2 plane with full military load (photographic inballation 
at service ceiling. Tests have not yet beon qompleted, 

Lts, Harry Weddington with J.A. Smith, observer, ‘left July 17th for New York 
on a cross-country training flight. Lt+ L.D. Weidington, with an enlisted me chan- 
ic, left July 17th on a cross-country training flight to Childress, Texas, 

Lt. R.L. Williauwson,. with waster Sgt+ Bryant, returned fron a cross=country 
flight to New York. The flight was reported as successful in all respects, 

Lt. L. P. Holcomb returned from a cross-country training flight to Scott 
Field, I1l., July 15th, covering a route not usually followed, As a result Lt. 
Holcomb gained valuable experience in cross-country flight training. 

Following appointuents were made in the organization as of July 14th: Pvt. 
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4th Class; Pvt. Izydor Plasczyk to Pvt. lst Cl., Specialist 5th Class. 

_The Coulg, Gen. of this Division requires taat all units of tne post orzan-: 
ize baseball teams, so upon arrival of the 12th Obs. Sqdh. and lst Photo Section 
from Fort Eliss on June 22nd, a teai was hastily organized and ganes with the 
sualler fry arranzed. So far the tea:a won all of the seven gazes played. 

Capt. Walter Bender, Adjutant, is taking advantage of a uonth's leave of 
absence to tour Colorade, Montana, Wyoming and through to the State of Washing- 
ton. During his absence Lieut. G.K. Gale is acting Adjutant and Lieut. W.C. 
Morris as Operations Officer, 


nangley Field, Hampton, Va., July 19th, 





LITH Bowbardmant Squadron: Ten flights were made during the past week for 
a total of 15 hours and 35 minutes, Practically all of the flying was in con- 
nection with the training of RCTC students. 

20th Bowbardment Squadron: Squadron activities were at a minimum the past 
week, 10 hours and 10 hinutes being flown in connection with training of ROTC, 

After an absence of nearly five weeks, 2d Lt. A.Y. Smith returned July 14. 
He was on detached service at Philadelphia and will douttless find the routine 
at this station boresome after his stay at the Sesqui-Centennial Exposition. 

The assignuent of lst Lt. E.H. Basset, Res., to the Sqdn. July 8th makes 
the second event of a similar nature to occur in 3 wonths' time. Lt. Basset, like 
Capt. Cecil G. Sellers, who was recently assigned to us, was trained as a pilot 
in France during the war, He was not assigned to any organization during that 
period but was.carried as a casual, therefore having no opportunity to partici- 
pate in any official engzagerents or raids, after the war Licut. Basset went back 
to civil life and in 1921 established a residence i: Indianapolis near Schoen 
Field. Taking advantaze of this rlying field in the near vicinity Lieut. Basset 
again took up flying anl has kept his hand in from that time to date. In 1925 
he flew pursuit and other tvpe ships at Selfridge Field during the reserve train- 
ing schedule at thet ctetion. As yet he has not been assigned to any official 
duties other than those connected with his flying. 

Master Sct. Joseuh vostello was relieved from special duty at the Post Ex- 
chanze and is now our Line Chief. He came to us from the Philippines sometime 
ago, replacing Master Szt. Sam Salansky, who elected:-to spend the last few years 
of his®#{¥*°En a warmer climate, From personal observation and from what we have 
learned about Sgt. Costello's life in the servico we feel sure he will prove a 
very efficich co-worker for the good of the organization. 

«96th Bomb, Sqdn.; Set. Kirkpatrick's ship has the larger part of the 42 hrs. 
and 25 minutes flown for the month, his ship being the only one in commission 
most of the time. We have one ship waiting for major overhaul at the Asro Repair 
Shop, and the other has been out for the last few days changing motors, 

9th Service Squadron; The organization moved into the remodeled quarters 
previously occupied by the llth Bomb, Sqdn. After being quartered in the old 
50th barracks for more than four years, the older men of the erganization seemed 
to feel thepangs of leaving an 014 home, although all hands like the new barracks 
end in due course of time will become accustomed to the high ceiling, A new mess 
hall has been provided, uuch to tle delight of Mess Sgt. Thomas White, and tre 
usual brand of good chow is assured by hin, 

Langlex, Field. Hawpton. Va. July 24th: 

30th Bowbardment Squadron: The Squadron flying activities for the woek were 
confined mostly to training of ROTC. A total of 30 hours was flown in this work, 
and much procress was made. j 

96th Bombardment Squadron: The 96th Squadron has about 65 hours of flying 
time this month, which is couparativoly small for tho sumnor wonths, although we 
have only two ships in couuiission. 

Capt. Francisco is on activo duty now with us and we hope he will liko tho 
Squadron. ; 

The Squadron boat is now equipped with a new motor and is 
We hope to have it on the water shortly for week end holidays. 

llth Bowbardment Squadron: The Squadron flew a total of 48 hours and 3 
minutes the past weck, representing 50 flights, All of this flying was in con- 
nection with training of ROTC students. 

Scott Field, Illinois, July 13th. 


During the past two weeks we wer 




















being painted, 








e visited by the following heavior-than-air 
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pilots: Captain Woolsey, Capt. Wossall, PRescrvo, Lts, R.E. Fisher, Brookloy, 
Hildreth, Wwaxwell, El-in and Holconb, + 

The course in observation, suspended during the winter months, has now beon 
resuued, This ontails tho location of A.H.bs and Artillery Reglage from Caquot 
observation balioons. At present two of the kites are are availablo and a third 
is being inflated, as it is necessary to complete the course as speedily as is 
consistent with the standard required. 


Scott Field, Illinois, Aurust 4th, 


The two wecks' course for reserve officers was completed July 3lst, when 
they were at liberty to return to their usual walks of life, Heretofore this 
course was in the nature of a vacation for then, but this time the lid was screw 
6d down and knowledge was given out in unavoidable doses. And, strange to say, 
they liked it, | 

The graduation exercises in connection with the last class at the balloom 
and Airship School were followed by the best dance of the season, even J.Pluviow 
helping thinzs out by sending a bit of cool weather for the occasion. The dance 
was well attended, the music exceptionally good and the decorations and food 
above reproach, so that all in all the components of the Rubber Cow industry may 
well conzratulate themselves on having put over one bang up party. 

Pilots who visited the field during the past two weeks were: Majors brooks, 
Spatz, McChord, Capts. Laughlin, Woolsey, Johnson, Lts. F.li. Braily,H.S. Suith, 
J.Z. Johnson, Banfill, Weddington, Davasher, R.E. Fisher and J.P. Richter. 

The swimcing party July 22nd was followed by an informal dance in the Offi- 
cers' Club, music being furnished by ono of the new Brunswick victrolas with an 
electric orchestra attachuent, the purchase cf which is being considered. 

Airship flyin; hours by types: TA ships, 80 h-s. 20 iain.; TC. ships,110 hrs. 

_@9 win.,; RSei, 27 ars. 15 min.; Caquet Balioon, 35 urs.20 min.; free balloon,16 
hrs.10 min.; heavier~than eir x-country, 60 hrs.; headier-thaneair airdrone flys 
ing, 11 hrs, 55 min, ken hours: Airships 1140 hrs, 20 min,; Caquot balloon, 69. 
hrs. 15 iin.; free Lalicon, 32 hrs, 20 min.; heavier-than-air, 142 hrs, 50 min, 





wiaxwell Field, iiowt vomery, Ale., Ausust 9th. 








Lieuts. Johnsor and Whatley with Flying Cadet Cote returned from Fairfiold, 
O., July 28th, ferrying 3 new JNS planes, which boosts our number of parachute 
Jennies to six. Four more are to bo transferred in the near future. 

Lieuts. Melville and Oid returned from Fort .Barrancas, Fla,., July 28th, 
where they were on temporary duty towing targets for the Coast Artillery at that 
place, We ave proud to state that no targets were lost on the mission, 

Major-General Johnson Hagood, Comdg, Gen. Fourth Corps Area, made a recent 
formal inspection of the post in connection with the erection of married non- 
commissioned officers’ quarters. These quarters are badly needed and will make 
a desirable addition to the garrison. / 

Lieut. Phillips Melville, recently of McCook Field, reported here as senior 
instructor of ORC. Upon completion of summer training he will go to Langley, 

Flying time for July was as follows: Total man hours, 53:;315; total air- 
creft hours, 389:10; Man hours, ROTC, 69:35, 


Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., July 26th. 


Sergeant Charlie R. Herring and Corporal George W. Wehling, of the 44th 
Obs, Squadron, gained cousiderable publicity by making a series of live para- 
chute jumps during the month of July. These noncomaissioned officers, both 
graduates of the Air Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, Ill., are taking a 
keen interest in demonstrating the reliability of Army parachutes and in stiii- 
ulating confidence in their usc, 

Two of our high ranking noncous,, Master Sct. F.E. brugh and Tech. Sgt. 
T.W. Richards,were discharzed per ETS during July, both taking on for another 
threeeyeer hitch. Sgt, Richards is spending a sixty-day furlough in Chicago. 

While the Missouri National Guard anti-aircraft regiment was in traizing 
here recently, several of our pilots were called upon to do night flying to 
give the Guardsmen practice in locating the planes with their searchlich’s. It 
was quite evident that the men manning the giant searchlights had considerss10- 
difficulty in keeping the beams focussod on the elusive planes. By sturtirs and 
ty shutting off the motor and gliding, the planes repeatedly dogged the sharvs 


of lizht, which swept the sky in vain attempts to pick them up again, 
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